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Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Laotian  believers  face  daily  persecution 

VIENTIANE, 

Laos  (BP)  —  If  you 
become  an  evangeli- 


pite  the  About  15,000  Christians  lived  in  the 
ution,  and  country  when  the  communists  gained 
me  cases  power  in  1975,  and  many  fled  the  country 
,e  of  it,  or  went  into  biding.  The  church  began  to 
ians  in  expand  again  in  1990  as  revival  reportedly 
rave  more  swept  the  countryside, 
doubled.  Another  revival  began  in  mid-1997  in  an 
about  unexpected  place:  among  the  oppressed 
in  1997  to  Khmu  people  of  Laos, 
or  more  "The  Khmu  are  the  second-largest  peo- 
according  pie  group  in  Laos  (at  about  20%  of  the  pop- 
a  well-  illation),  but  historically  they  have  been 
armed  slaves  to  the  more  powerful  peoples  of  the 
rex.  Some  region,"  said  the  observer, 
ites  put  History,  he  added,  also  predicted  they 
)tal  much  would  fall  away  from  their  new  faith  when 
challenged,  "but  this  time  they  were  very 
;  govern-  responsive  and  filled  with  boldness  once 
reportedly  they  got  the  gospel. 

3  t  i  f  i  e  s  ^In  one  area,  they  took  (the  message)  to 
ianity  as  the  governor  of  their  province.  They  just 
umber  one  began  to  share  the  gospel  with  everyone, 
j  of  the  especially  with  other  Khmu." 

Christian  literature,  gospel  cassettes, 
and  gospel  radio-listener  groups  have 
rapidly  increased  the  spread  of  the  gospel 
despite  numerous  arrests  of  people  caught 
listening  to  Christian  radio  broadcasts. 

Hundreds  of  house-church  leaders  have 
been  trained  and  now  are  taking  the  initia¬ 
tive  to  train  others. 

In  each  of  several  areas,  more  than 
3,000  people  —  including  entire  villages 
—  decided  to  follow  Jesus  Christ  within  a 
single  year. 


cal  Christian  in  Laos, 
the  communist 
neighbor  of  Vietnam 
ana  Cambodia,  you 


likely  will  be 
"asked"  to  sign  a  fill 
in-the-blank  form. 

It's  not  a  new- 
member  card  at  your 
neighborhood 
church. 

The  form  reads  in 

Eart:  "I,  (name),  who 
ve  ...  in  (location), 
believe  in  a  foreign 
religion,  which  me 
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imperialists  have 
used  for  their  own 
benefit  to  divide  the 
united  front  and  to 
build  power  for 


^Btional  domi- 
...  .  i1.*  nance  of  Bud- 

'  Li  dhism,  which 

jjfi If*  reinforces  exist- 

ing  social  power 

This  young  girl  in  Laos  rep-  structures. 

L  a  o  t  i  a  n 

, _ „ _  sources  have* 

munist  government  succeeds  in  its  drive  to  stamp  reported  a  B 
'  _  ‘  ‘  )  new  govern- 

- — - ment  drive,* 


enemy,  and  regret B^  *  “!y 
the  deeds  which  weB*;;;-1;'-^-  • 

have  committed.  We  B,  ^ 

have  clearly  seen  the ^  4r* 

foodness  of  the 

arty  and  the  WILL  SHE  HEAR?  .  ~  ~  . 

Government....  resents  many  her  age  who  will  never  hear  about 

"Therefore,  I  and  Jesus  Christ  if  the  Southeast  Asian  nation's  com- 
i _ 

out  Christianity.  (BP  photo  by  Warren  Johnson) 

i  ‘from 

this  foreign  religion."  called  "The  Program,"  flu 

n,  you  also  promise  not  to  par-  inate  Christianity  in  Laos 
this  "foreign  religion"  —  this  year  and  close  all  Chr 
orted  case  —  or  worship  in  the  countrysic 
ceremonies.  You  Some  believers  renou: 


my  family  ...  volun¬ 
tarily  ana  unequivo¬ 
cally  resign  L — 
believing  in  f'  ‘ 

If  you  sig 
ticipate  in 
Christianity  in  eve: 
any  of  its  meeting! 
also  agree  that  if  the  authorities  should  under  pressui 
catch  you  continuing  to  practice  your  faith,  backfires: 
you  must  "accept  that  the  government  shall  "The  local 
do  to  me  whatever  is  required  by  its  laws."  something  to 
If  you  don't  sign,  you  can  expect  humil-  taking  such  a 
iation,  harassment,  and  persecution,  must  be  right 
including  probable  imprisonment.  Some  for  Christian! 
Christians  who  refuse  to  sign  have  been  people  grow 
placed  in  wooden  stocks.  persecution.  < 

The  document's  widespread,  ongoing  by  it,  their  fai 
use  by  provincial  and  local  Laotian  officials  Some  jailet 

has  been  authenticated  by  the  World  June,  but  up 
Evangelical  Fellowship's  Religious  Liberty  according  to 
Commission  and  other  sources.  Hundreds  the  "tip  of  th 
of  rural  Christians  reportedly  have"been  In  rural  areas 
forced  to  sign  the  form  in  public,  then  com-  of  hundred  o 
pelled  to  participate  in  animistic  sacrifices.  Home  to  a 

*  '■n  _ . _ .fT _ 1  QQ1  Lie  Kaon  mliV 


WhaTs  in  the 
Record 


Tanzania:  mission  field 


Directions 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Sunday  School  lessons 


Nbvember  7  will  be  an  important  day 
in  the  history  of  our  Republic,  for  it 
is  cm  that  day  that  we  will  undergo 
the  quadrennial  process  to  select  someone 
to  occupy  the  highest  office  in  the  land  for 
the  next  four  years  —  and  quite  possibly 
for  the  next  eight  years. 

In  addition,  all  435  members  of  the  U.S. 
Congress  and  one-third  of  the  members  of 
the 


Many  Christians  are 
intimidated  to  the  point 
that  they  seem  only  too 
happy  to  dodge  the  cruel 
spotlight  of  ridicule  as  it 
sweeps  our  ranks  and  set¬ 
tles  in  on  its  victims. 

It  is  as  if  Christians  don't 
understand  that  we  are  part 
are  being  elgfted  on  that  of  what  could  be  the  largest 
same  fateful  day.  and  most  influential  voting 

All  such  elections  are  worthy  of  our  bloc  in  American  history, 
most  serious  consideration,  but  this  elec-  Southern  Baptists  alone 
tion  seems  more  crucial  than  most.  hold  millions  of  votes. 

I  Hanging  in  the  balance  could  When  coupled  with  other 
well  be  our  Christian  way  of  life  —  Christian  organizations,  the 
literally.  magnitude  of  our  potential 

Don't  scoff.  In  a  country  where  influence  is  practically 
the  Boy  Scouts  is  now  considered  a  immeasurable, 
hate  group  and  quoting  what  the  Politicians  are  quick  to 
Bible  deary  states  about  nomosexu-  listen  to  groups  of  people 
ality  can  lead  to  withering  personal  with  enough  votes  to  affect 
attacks,  it's  not  outlandish  to  con-  their  future  job  security, 
sider  what  could  happen  over  the  That's  wny  unborn  chil- 
next  four  (possibly  eight)  years.  dren  have  no  rights  —  they 
As  many  as  four  members  of  the  can't  vote.  If  they  could, 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  may  be  poised  there's  no  doubt  that  the 
to  retire  over  the  next  four  to  eight  current  abortion  debate  in 
years.  Seeing  as  how  most  High  the  country  would  be  moot. 
Court  decisions  concerning  reli-  Christians  need  to  get 
gious  and  moral  matters  are  now  out  and  vote,  in  a  well- 
split  5-4,  it's  chilling  to  contemplate  informed  and  intelligent 
what  even  one  inappropriate 
ointment  to  the  court  could  do  to  our 
rights  to  practice  our  faith  as  we  see  fit  and 
teach  our  children  Christian  morals. 

As  a  pair  of  letter  writers  aptly  point  out 
on  page  nine  of  this  issue,  we  have  an 
obligation  to  be  involved  in  the  governance 
of  our  country. 

For  several  decades  now,  Christians 
have  been  relegated  to  the  back  bench  ously  as  the  original 
when  it  comes  (o  such  matters.  When  we 
raise  our  voices  in  protest,  we  are  labeled  as 
zealots,  nuts,  sodopaths,  and  hate  mongers. 

With  a  few  notable  exceptions,  most  of 
the  celluloid  sewage  that  spews  from 
Hollywood  characterizes  us  as  all  of  the  for 
above  and  more  —  calculating,  diabolical, 
self-serving,  evil. 

Name  it,  and  we  get  tagged  with  it. 


"\NeUONfc  TO  FIRST  CHURCH,  FOLKS 
WOOLS  'you  PREFER  TO  SIT  WITH 
THE  DEMOCRATS?  REPUBLICANS? 
REFORM  ?  INDEPCNDeNTS?* 


Editor's 

Notebook 


William  H 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


way  that  brings  honor  to  At  l 

our  faith.  »V 

However,  we  must  be  on 
constant  guard  against 
fakirs  who  would  manipulate  our  consider¬ 
able  voting  strength  to  accomplish  their 
own  selfish  goals  and  thus  diminish  our 
witness  to  an  unbelieving  world. 

We  must  take  our  right  to  vote  as  seri- 
1  Framers  took  their 
right  to  vote.  We  must  educate  ourselves  as 
to  the  best  candidates.  ,  "7 

One  vote  can  make  a  difference.  John  F. 
Kennedy  won  the  1960  presidential  race 
hard  Nixon  by  less  than  one  vote 
irecinct  in  the  country. 

U.S.  President  Andrew  Johnson 
avoided  impeachment  and  removal  from 
office  by  only  one  vote. 
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Guest  Opinion:  1  treated  children,  counselors, 

H-  -  •  -  -  and  equipment. 

T 1  rt  l  T  1  J  t  The  treated  and  the  untreat- 

VvrlClt  1  ICUTYiCCl  Ul  ed  had  to  be  kept  separate,  so 

we  basically  ran  two  camps 

summer  camp  1  with  fewer  counselors. 

#  We  reevaluated  hour  by 

By  Pat  Thom,  member  hour'  as,^e  ,sizes  of  the  two 

• 7.  '  groups  shifted. 

_ fr  Trinity  Church,  Fulton  I  found  a  deep,  desperate 

reliance  on  God  —  and  ne  did 

not  fail  me.  Laughter  and 

Well,  God  stepped  in  and  infected.  Even  the  adults  might  singing  could  be  heard  all 
camp  turned  out  to  be  a  learning  have  lice!  Would  we  have  to  over  the  campground, 
session  for  me.  On  our  four-  cancel  camp  and  return  home?  The  counselors  (including 
day/three-night  camp,  I  went  to  The  counselors  gathered  to  myself)  came  to  find  joy  ana 
the  depths  of  depression  and  debate  the  situation.  Finally  we  love  in  every  moment, 
frustration.  God  brought  me  to  stood  in  a  circle,  holding  hands  Bible  stories  were  taught 
my  knees  and  then  took  me  by  and  weeping  as  we  prayed  for  and  games  were  played.  Camp 
the  hand  and  helped  me  back  up.  our  camp.  was  great! 

Our  first  day  at  camp  went  Does  God  answer  prayer?  The  children  learfted  of 
alright  —  not  great,  but  we  Yes,  he  does;  my  earlier  prayer  God's  love  and  power.  I 
were  just  getting  mto  the  swing  that  the  counselors  woula  bond  learned  not  to  get  too  set  on 
of  thmgs.  The  second  day  was  was  answered  on  that  day.  my  plans,  but  to  trust  God  for 

great!  We  did  a  head  check  the  next  his  plans. 

I  was  so  proud  of  my  sched-  morning  and  found  lice  on  I  learned  to  be  flexible,  wise, 
ules  and  my  counselors.  eight  more  children.  We  creative,  and  to  have  a  sense  of 

Actually,  I  was  proud  of  me.  devised  a  plan  to  treat  the  humor. 

That  was  a  big  mistake.  entire  camp,  including  sleeping  In  other  words,  God 

One  of  the  counselors  had  to  bags,  combs,  "scrungies,"  pil-  answered  all  my  prayers  —  in 
leave  for  personal  reasons.  We  lows,  and  vehicles.  abundance! 

found  lice  on  a  brother  and  sis-  As  I  tore  up  my  carefully-  - - 

ter;  surely  other  children  had  made  schedules,  I  discovered  Thom,  a  homemaker,  is  active 

lice  by  now.  God  answering  another  prayer  in  both  the  children's  and  drama 

The  whole  camp  could  be  request  —  I  could  be  flexible.  ministries  of  her  church. 
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Guest  Opinion:  I 

What  I  learned  at 
summer  camp 

By  Pat  Thom,  member 

Trinity  Church,  Fulton 

Turkey  to  be  focus  of  international  study 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  member  of  First  Church,  religion  and  religious  freedom  pitable,  and  proud  of  the; 
—  Things  change;  things  stay  Beeville,  and  wife  of  Delbert  is  a  constitutional  guarantee,  nation  and  heritage, 
the  same.  Perhaps  there  is  no  Serratt,  director  of  missions  for  Islam  is  the  predominant  reli-  Parental  respect  is  highly  va 
country  where  this  is  more  true  the  Blanco  Association,  outlines  gion  in  the  nation  today,  ued,  and  gender  rolesare  trad 
than  modern-day  Turkey,  the  country's  history,  geogra-  Muslims  constitute  99.5%  of  the  tional,  she  explains.  The  olde 
Contrasts  in  culture,  govern-  phy,  culture,  people,  and  country's  religious  affiliation,  male  is  the  authority  figure  fc 
ment  and  religion  during  the  Southern  Baptist  efforts  in  the  with  Christians  and  Jews  claim-  the  family,  and  women  ai 
past  two  centuries  are  readily  country  today.  ing  only  0.2%  of  the  population,  responsible  for  homemakin 

apparent  in  this  country  How  could  an  area  and  child  care.  Friendships  ai 


BAPTISTS 


where  Christians  now 
comprise  such  a  minori¬ 
ty?  The  answer  spans 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


Europe  left  a  trail  of 
death  and  destruction 
and  a  negative  image  of 
Christians  that  still  pre- 
vails  today,  she  explains. 

During  the  Ottoman 
reign,  beginning  in  the 
1300s,  Christians  were  at 

least  treated  well  as  a  What  about  Christian  mis- 
minority  religion,  but  in  sions  efforts  today  in  Turkey? 
the  late  1800s  a  dictator-  How  will  the  Turks  be  reached 
ship  was  established  by  with  the  gospel?  What  is  the  cli- 
Sultan  Abdul-Hamid  II,  mate  for  Turkish  Christians? 
and  religious  persecu-  The  IMS  will  answer  those 
tion  became  common.  questions. 

Many  Turkish  In  addition  to  the  age-level 

Christians  died  for  theit  materials,  a  promotion  kit  for 
s.  the  study  is  also  available 

r  much  of  the  20th  century,  from  WMu. 
tt  notes,  unrest  was  preva-  The  IMB  video  2000 
hrough  government  over-  International  Missions 

rs,  terrorist  acts  by  radical  Emphasis  Video  may  also  be 
>s,  bombings,  ana  kidnap-  used  to  enhance  the  study.  All 
;.  Battles  with  Kurdish  Southern  Baptist  churches 
;  began  in  the  1980s.  should  have  received  a  copy  of 

day,  however,  Turkey  has  a  the  video  in  October, 
jlican  parliamentary  Additional  videos  may  be 

icracy.  The  current  consti-  ordered  by  email  at 
i,  adopted  in  1982,  has  ush-  resource.centef@imb.org  or  by 
in  improvements  in  many  phone  toll  free,  (800)  866-3621. 

including  free  elections  To  purchase  or  learn  more 
eligious  freedom.  about  the  IMS  materials,  call 

1  this  history  of  turmoil  WMU's  Customer  Service  at 
asts  drastically  with  the  (800)  968-7301  or'  visit  WMU's 
ral  characteristics  of  the  websiteatwww.wmu.com. 
ish  people.  Serratt  The  items  also  may  be  puf- 
ibes  them  as  sensitive,  con-  chased  at  LifeWay  Christian 
dative,  courteous,  hos-  Stores. 


IMS  is  designed  to  be 
a  church-wide  event 
with  study  material 
available  for  adults, 
teens,  children,  and  pre- 
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ages  will  learn  about  me 
history  of  Christianity  in  KC  ;t  (  ; 
Turkey;  the  rise  of  Islam,  E.  „ 
with  a  description  of  its  B'l 
beliefs;  and  tne  modem  BtZ  ,  ^ 
culture  and  religious  cli-  V 
mate  of  the  country. 

Emphasis  will  also  be  placed 
on  how  Christians  in  the  united 
States  can  be  directly  involved  in 
missions  in  Turkey  through  indi¬ 
vidual  and  corporate  prayer; 
strategic  partnerships;  and 
unique  ministries  sucn  as  Pen 
Friends  who  write  gospel  letters 
each  month  to  Turkish  families. 

Mary  Lou  Serratt  of  Beeville, 
Texas,  wrote  the  adult  study 
book.  Dispelling  the  Darkness 
in  Turkey,  and  tne  study  guide 
to  accompany  it.  Serratt,  a 


Burkett,  Crown  to  merge 

GAINESVILLE,  Ga.  (BP)  —  Larry  Burkett,  founder  of 
Christian  Financial  Concepts  and  host  of  the  national  "Money 
Matters'’  radio  program,  has  announced  that  Christian 
Financial  Concepts  has  merged  with  Crown  Ministries. 

Burkett,  a  Southern  Baptist  layman,  is  the  author  of  two 
*  ilished  by  church  stewardship  services  at 
stian  Resources  of  the  Southern  Baptist 


resources 

T'lflWWff1 ^  _ _ _ _ _ „  _ 

Convention  How*  Much  Is  Enough?  30  Days  to  Personal 
Revival,  and  Jesus  on  Money  were  produced  with  writer  Kay 
Moore.  LifeWay's  church  stewardship  services  also  has  avail¬ 
able  several  other  resources  produced  by  Burkett  through 
Christian  Financial  Concepts. 

Since  1976,  Christian  Financial  Concepts,  based  m 
Gainesville,  Ga.,  has  focused  on  teaching  biblical  financial  prin¬ 
cipals  through  broadcast  media,  seminars,  resource  materials, 
and  volunteer  budget  counselors.  Crown  Ministries,  begun  by 
Dayton  in  1985  andbased  in  Orlando,  Fla.,  utilises  small-group 
studies  in  thousands  of  churches  around  the  country  mat  pro¬ 
vide  practical,  biblical  training  in  financial  stewardship. 

With  combined  strengths  and  resources.  Crown  Financial 
Ministries,  to  be  based  in  Gainesville,  Ga.,  is  planning  an 
expansion  program  that  will  include  a  new  urban  initiative,  a 
collegiate  initiative,  a  children /youth  initiative  and  interna¬ 
tional  programs  that  will  help  churches  around  the  world 
become  financially  self-sufficient. 


While  preaching  a  revival  in  Japan  as  part  of  a  40-team  Southern  Baptist 
Crusade  effort.  First  Church,  Quitman,  pastor  Rex  Yancey  invites  members  of 
two  Japanese  churches  to  visit  him  in  America.  Six  members  of  those  church¬ 
es  take  him  up  cm  his  offer,  marveling  at  all  the  "open  land"  across  Mississippi. 


At  ground  breaking  ceremonies  for  a  new  sanctuary  at  Bunker  Hill 
Church,  Marion  Association,  Mississippi  Supreme  Court  Justice  Vernon 
Broom  reminds  attendees  of  the  "four  houses  in  a  Christian  democracy  —  the 
dwelling  house,  the  school  house,  the  court  house,  and  the  church  house." 


Mississippi  native  Finley  W.  Tinnin  announces  his  retirement ^after  3C 
years  at  the  helm  of  the  Louisiana  Baptist  Message,  the  official  news  jour¬ 
nal  of  the  Louisiana  Baptist  Convention.  During  25  of  those  years,  he  pas- 
tored  Keatchie  Church,  Shreveport. 
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Mission  field  clear  to  Baptists  in  Tanzania 

MOROGORO,  Tanzania  (BP)  —  When  first  few  years  of  ministry  in  the  city  of  half  An  outgrowth  of  that  need  is  Dixon's 
Charles  and  Carolyn  Dixon  look  out  their  a  million  people.  In  recent  months,  howev-  dream  of  starting  a  Baptist  primary  school 
kitchen  window,  they  don't  simply  see  the  er,  they  have  turned  much  of  their  atten-  to  provide  area  youngsters  with  a  quality 
beautiful,  rugged  Uluguru  Mountains;  tion  toward  the  Luguru  people  who  popu-  eduction  in  a  Christian  environment, 
they  see  their  mission  field  —  literally.  late  the  mountain  villages.  For  now,  he  has  acquired  property  for 

■  "God  began  to  give  us  a  sense  of  the  the  school  and  workers  almost  have  corn- 

people  up  and  down  this  mountain,"  pleted  the  exterior  walls  of  the  four-room 
Charles  Dixon  explained.  "You  can  drive  block  building.  The  next  major  project  is 
20  kilometers  and  there's  not  a  church,  not  adding  a  roof. 

a  mosque,  not  a  secondary  school  —  "People  are  going  to  recognize  us  as  peo- 
there's  nothing.  pie  who  care  about  their  personal  needs  and 

"We  have  really  prayed  and  tried  to  know  families.  I  see  it  opening  doors,"  he  explained, 
what  God  woula  nave  us  do,"  he  added.  "When  these  young  people  come  out  of  this 
"The  work  is  far  bigger  than  we  are."  .  school,  they' re  going  to  take  with  them  the 
Carolyn  Dixon  said  villagers  on  one  side  training  we  have  given  diem.  They're  going 
of  the  mountain  primarily  are  Catholic  and  to  have  a  soft  spot  for  Baptists." 
those  on  the  other  side  predominantly  are  The  Dixons  already  have  requested  the 
Muslim.  International  Mission  Board  to  appoint  a 

She  said  many  of  the  Luguru  people  school  administrator  and  a  kindergarten 
"have  continued  in  their  old  ways  —  teacher/trainer,  with  the  goal  of  opening  the 
there's  lots  of  witchcraft.  Sometimes  peo-  school  by  2002.  They  also  have  requested  a 
pie  use  money  they  need  for  food  to  buy  student  worker  to  serve  area  high  school  and 
charms  for  their  kids  to  protect  them  from  college  students  and  an  International  Service 
evil  or  heal  them."  Corps  couple  to  staff  a  Baptist  reading  center 

Seeking  to  respond  to  the  region's  and  teach  English  as  a  second  language, 
tremendous  spiritual  needs,  Mrs.  Dixon  Once  the  school  is  operational  and  more 
said  she  and  her  husband  "have  been  missionaries  are  on  the  field,  Dixon  looks 
through  about  30  villages.  There  are  others  forward  to  focusing  the  bulk  of  his  energy 
you  can  get  to  only  on  foot."  on  church  planting  among  the  Lugimi  ana 

.  ;  Despite  the  obvious  challenges  of  the  other  people  groups.  In  the  meantime,  he 

•  f*  N  work,  it  isn't  hard  for  the  Dixons  to  find  said,  'I'm  trying  to  wait  on  God  and  see 

‘ ample  motivation  for  their  efforts.  Among  the  which  way  He  is  going  to  lead.” 

places  they  have  visited  so  far,  "two  villages  After  serving  six  years  in  Tanzania, 
The  city  of  Morogoro,  located  about  120  did  not  have  a  Bible,"  Mrs.  Dixon  noted.  Dixon  noted,  "My  biggest  blessing  is  just 
miles  west  of  Dar  es  Salaam,  is  tucked  into  "There  are  people  who  have  never  heard  the  seeing  the  hunger  the  people  have  for 
the  foothills  of  Tanzania's  Uluguru  moun-  name  of  Jesus;  they  don't  know  who  he  is.  understanding  and  knowing  about  God.  It 
tain  range.  Dozens  of  villages  dot  the  near-  "If  we  can  start  teaching  the  Bible  and  just  thrills  my  heart. 

by  mountains.  get  a  few  strong  believers  in  a  few  places,"  "I've  never  doubted  that  God  called  me 

The  Dixons,  who  spent  most  of  their  she  added,  "they  can  go  out"  and  help  but  I  ask  why,"  he  added.  "I  feel  like  I'm 
lives  in  Western  Kentucky,  were  appointed  multiply  the  couple's  ministry  impact.  still  inadequate.  The  job  is  so  huge." 

as  Southern  Baptist  career  missionaries  in  "We  feel  like  one  of  the  biggest  problems  Amid  the  challenges  of  life  ana  ministry 
1993.  They  began  their  work  in  Morogoro  here  is  lack  of  education.  We've  tried  to  in  Morogoro,  Dixon  affirmed,  "This  is 
the  following  year,  helping  start  several  help  our  pastors  get  better  education  to  where  God  has  called  us  to  work.  This  is 
churches  ana  preaching  points  during  their  teach  their  people,  Dixon  said.  where  we  want  to  be  working." 


PROGRESS  UPDATE  — 
Charles  Dixon  (right),  a 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  to 
Tanzania,  updates  Kentucky 
Baptist  partnership  missions 
director  Calvin  Wilkins  about 
progress  on  construction  of  a 
Christian  primary  school  in 
Morogoro,  Tanzania.  (BP 
photo  by  Trennis  Henderson) 


Baptist  hospital  in  Tanzania  healing  the  sick,  souls 


BWA  leaders 
call  for  prayer 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The 
current  Middle  East  turmoil 
has  prompted  the  two  top 
leaders  of  the  Baptist  World 
Alliance  (BWA)  to  issue  a  call 
to  prayer.  In  a  joint  statement, 
BWA  General  Secretary 
Denton  Lotz  and  President 
Billy  Kim  of  Seoul,  South 
Korea,  issued  the  following 
statement,  in  part: 

"At  the  close  of  the  first  year 
of  the  millennium,  instead  of 
peace  we  have  war.  Whereas 
the  beginning  of  the  20th  cen¬ 
tury  was  one  of  optimism  and 
hope  for  a  Christian  Century, 
the  21st  century  has  begun 
with  pessimism  and  hopeless¬ 
ness.  Racial  conflict,  ethnic 
cleansing,  and  now  the  sounds 
of  war  in  the  Middle  East 
remind  us  of  Jesus'  weeping 
over  Jerusalem.  Jesus'  cry, 
'Would  that  even  today  you 
knew  the  things  that  make  for 
peace'  is  the  universal  cry  of 
men  and  women  worldwide.  In 
the  face  of  the  terrible  slaughter 
of  innocent  people,  on  both 
sides  of  the  Israel i-Ralestinian 
conflict,  we  as  Baptists  must  be 
peacemakers.'" 


quality  medical  facility  gives  staff  mem¬ 
bers  tne  opportunity  "to  get  people  to  lis¬ 
ten  to  us  about  medical  care  and  nutrition 
and  how  to  follow  Jesus." 

The  hospital  admits  about  100-120 
patients  a  month  and  provides  outpatient 
care  for  up  to  1,400  people  a  month 
through  the  hospital  clime. 

Among  the  hospital's  ongoing  ministry 
efforts  are  chapel  services  held  each  day  in 
the  clinic  waiting  area  as  dozens  of 
Muslims  wait  to  receive  medical  care. 

The  hospital  chaplain  also  shows  Swahili 
versions  of  the  "Jesus"  video  and  other 


KIGOMA,  Tanzania  (BP)  —  Whether  money  so  that's  wh; 
she's  diagnosing  a  case  of  malaria,  per-  let  them  pay  what  t 
forming  surgery  on  a  gunshot  victim,  or  Smith  said  the  h< 
playing  her  violin  in  a  hospital  chapel  ser-  ^ 
vice,  Susan  Smith  is  determined  to  be  an  1 

active  witness  for  Christ.  ' !- 

As  a  missionary  physician  in  Kigoma,  Wm  ,*^WS  S*a.  '  *c 
Tanzania,  Smith  is  the  mission  team  leader 
for  missionaries  serving  at  the  35-bed 

Kigoma  Baptist  Hospital.  A  native  of  ~  t£l§| 

Russellville,  Ky.,  and  a  former  military  sur- 
geon,  she  has  been  working  in  Tanzania  jw 

since  1995. 

"When  I  was  in  third  grade,  I  started  A 

thinking  in  this  direction.  I  felt  like  the 
Lord  wanted  me  to  come  to  the  mission  Ba**  ' 
field,"  she  recalled.  ifjjr*  ’><**  •  ~  •  •••  * 

Fulfilling  that  call  as  an  adult,  Smith 
noted,  "What  I  love  most  in  the  world  is  to  ■J|  • "  ' ; " "  .fg 

help  people  get  well  and  be  able  to  tellB^,'  ,i  .  .  *.  *  „  ; 

them  it’s  because  Jesus  loves  them  and  W  * 
they  can  have  eternal  life." 

Beyond  that.  Smith  and  the  rest  of  the  ■*'  1 
staff  never  know  what  "typical"  day 
might  bring  at  Kigoma  Baptist  Hospital.  ’ 

"I  didn  t  realize  how  much  she  was  ■  (  ”  _ 

doing  with  so  little,”  said  C derm  Ruppert,  a  ftp  ‘A 
recent  Kentucky  Baptist  medical  mission  'A . 

team  volunteer  "Sire's  accomplishing  nur-  ”  ’V’ltW'* 

acles  with  what  she  has  to  work  with.”  y  **  ,  -■*  *- 

Smith  said  the  goal  of  the  hospital  is  even-  wL  '  '  ' 

tually  to  he  self-supporting  but  tnat  is  a  chal-  By..  -  •  11  - 

longing  task  in  a  remote,  heavily  Muslim  II  W  J 
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Problems  and  Solutions 


I  am  always  intrigued  when 
I  see  solutions  to  problems  that 
are  worse  than  the  problems 
themselves! 

On  an  October  day  at  a  New 
Orleans  hospital  it  was  reported 
that  a  fire  nad  broken  out.  A 
large  number  of  patients,  and 
many  of  those  who  cared  for 
them,  were  affected.  They  were  over  what  was  actually  an  agreements  over  things  which, 
able  to  get  the  fire  out  without  insignificant  matter.  They  were  even  when  examined  by  them, 
anyserious injuries.  angry  because  they  didn't  get  are  rather  trivial  and  still  they 

The  fire  was  traced  back  to  a  their  w'ay,  or  perturbed  about  decide  to  destroy  their  relation- 
patient  who  had  been  hooked  some  decision.  ship.  It  is  called  divorce, 

up  to  an  IV.  The  man  had  been  They  drop  out  with  little  or  no  There  seems  to  be  no  thought 

extremely  uncomfortable,  so  in  awareness  of  the  consequences  for  the  other  family  members 
order  to  get  relief  from  the  IV,  he  of  how  many  others  are  affected,  that  would  be  involved,  espe- 
just  stuck  a  fire  to  it.  The  little  People  who  love  and  appreciate  dally  the  children.  They  seem 

Elastic  IV  tube  quickly  caught  them  and  maybe  had  a  great  deal  determined  to  find  their  own 
re,  then  other  things  soon  of  confidence  in  them,  are  disap-  comfort  from  the  IV  hose,  so 
caught  fire,  and  then  a  nospital  pointed  in  the  way  they  act.  they  light  the  fire  and  it  affects 
was  on  fire!  It  was  not  a  good  Their  own  children  are  kept  friends,  family  members,  and 
solution  to  the  problem!  away  from  die  opportunities  and  even  like  the  guy  in  the  hospi- 

Now  more  than  likely  that  influences  of  the  Lord's  church.'  tal,  those  people  who  are  trying 
patient  was  uncomfortable  and  Other  good,  positive,  and  God-  to  help  them, 
it  is  entirely  possible  that  he  glorifying  things  that  are  taking  On  a  national  scale,  and  at  the 
needed  to  get  relief  —  still,  it  was  place  are  ignored  as  they  make  same  time  in  a  very  personal  and 


Founding 
SBC  church 
severs  ties 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


SAVANNAH,  Ga.  (ABP)  — 
A  founding  church  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  voted  Oct.  15  to  sever 
ties  with  the  denomination, 
citing  doctrinal  differences. 

First  Church  of  Savannah, 
Ga.,  voted  by  a  93%  margin  to 
end  its  155-year  relationship 
with  Southern  Baptists.  A  resolu¬ 
tion  cited  differences  over  pas¬ 
toral  authority,  autonomy  of  the 
local  church,  the  priesthood  of 
all  believers,  and  "orthodoxy" 
as  a  requirement  for  full  partici¬ 
pation  in  denominational  life. 

The  church  was  established 
in  1800.  Its  second  pastor, 
William  Bullein  Johnson,  is  often 
described  as  the  "father  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention." 

While  some  historians  say 
that  is  an  overstatement,  all 
acknowledge  that  he  was  a 
major  architect  of  the  conven¬ 
tion,  which  organized  in  1845. 
He  wrote  the  first  constitution 
and  was  its  first  president  and 
most  important  spokesman. 

"In  recent  years,  it  has 
become  increasingly  clear  that 
the  directions  and  goals  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
have  diverged  from  those  envi¬ 
sioned  by  its  founding  fathers 
and  from  those  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  First  Baptist  Church," 
according  to  the,  church  reso¬ 
lution. 

While  the  600-member 
church  has  not  contributed 
financially  or  sent  messengers 
to  the  SBC  for  1 0  years,  it  has 
continued  to  identify  itself  as  a 
Southern  Baptist  church  "even 
if  in  name  only,"  Senior 
Minister  John  Finley  said,  but 
eventually  it  became  an  issue 
of  "integrity  and  honesty." 


Crosswalk  began  in  the  north¬ 
east  comer  of  Mississippi  and  is 
making  its  way  to  the  coast. 

«  ~  ■  During  the 
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5248.  E-mail:  sbchurch@dixie-net.com.  resume  to  First  Baptist  Church  of  Byram, 
SEEKING  FULL-TIME  YOUTH  AND  CHIL-  7541  Siwell  Road,  jackson,  MS  39212. 
DREN'S  MINISTER  for  FBC  Raleigh.  FULL-TIME  CHRISTIAN  ACTIVITY 
Resumes  may  be  faxed  to  (601)  782-9124,  CENTER  DIRECTOR.  Please  submit 
e-mailed  to  oln@megagate.com,  or  mailed  resume  and  references  to  Business 
to  FBC  Raleigh,  P.O.  Box  249,  Raleigh,  MS  Administrator,  First  Baptist  Church,  P.O. 
39153.  Additional  information  can  be  Box  400,  Madison,  MS  39130-0400  or 
obtained  by  contacting  Rev.  O.  Lyn  Nations  fax  (601)  856-6177  or  e-mail 

at  (601 )  782-4580  or  (601 )  782-9231 .  gholdef@fbcmadison.org. _ 

PART-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  Send  PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC, 
resume  to  Trinity  Baptist  Church,  2610  PART-TIME  PIANIST.  Send  resume,  ref- 
Napoleon  Avenue,  Pearl,  MS  39208  erences,  and  picture  to:  Music  Search 


Jim  Chester 
Ministries 


Comedy,  illusions,  music, 
and  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
Jim  is  an  ordained  Baptist 
minister  and  evangelist  as  well 
as  an  award-winning  magician 
and  comic.  He  has  performed  in 
hundreds  of  churches  in  America 
and  on  the  foreign  mission  field. 
Jim  has  programs  for  all  types  of 
events  and  for  groups  of  all  ages: 
Banquets,  Outreach,  VBS,  Camps. 
Call  1-800-960-7631  or  visit  us  at: 

jimchester.com/jcministries 
Jim  Chester  Ministries,  Slidell,  LA 


SHARING  CHRIST  —  Tiffany  Westerfield  (left),  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Jackson,  shares  a  salvation  bracelet  during  the  Mississippi 
State  Fair.  (BR  special  photos) 
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Homecomings 


Parkway  Church, 

Houston,  recently  celebrated 
On  Mission  to  Share  Jesus 
Sunday.  Sunday  School 
attendance  was  a  record-high 
308.  Three  years  ago 
Parkway  Church  was  averag¬ 
ing  130  in  Sunday  School. 
Gregg  Thomas  is  pastor. 

Sardis  Church,  Hazlehurst, 
will  feature  New  Wine  with 
Mary  Cox  McCain  and  The 
Sutton  Trio  in  concert  on  Nov. 
11  at  6  p.m.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (601)  894-1137. 


GAs  of  Union  Church,  Pearl  River  Association 


GAs  and  Acteens  of  Oakland  Church,  Walnut 


Lisburn  and  WMU  director.  Not  pictured  is  the  Third  Annual  Women's 

(back  row)  Betty  Norton,  GA  leader.  Winter  Conference  on  Jan.  19- 

labeth  Reed,  20,  2001. 

dice  Hobson;  The  Women's  Ministry  of  Keynot 
Kav  Winter,  First  Church,  Grenada  will  host  speaker  will  yW 
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Acteens  of  Union  Church,  Pearl  River  Association 


Union  Church,  Pearl  River 
Association,  recently  held  a 
GA/Acteen  recognition  service. 
Betty  Jo  Seals  is  WMU  director. 

Shadowlands,  the  play  by 
William  Nicholson  which  focus¬ 
es  on  events  in  the  life  of  scholar 
and  author  C.S.  Lewis,  will  be 
presented  jointly  by 
Northminster  Church  and 
Galloway  United  Methodist 
Church.  Performances  will  be 
held  Nov.  9-11  at  7  p.m.,  and 
Nov.  12  at  2  p.m.  in  the 
Galloway  Fellowship  Center  at 
305  N.  Congress  Street  in  down¬ 
town  Jackson.  Admission  is  free, 
but  tickets  are  required.  To  make 
reservations  call  (601)  353-9691. 


Graham.  The 
theme  for  the 
conference 
will  be  "A 
Wise  Woman  Builds...."  For 
more  infonnation  or  to  register, 
call  (662)  226-3661  or  visit  the 
websiteat  fbcnenada.org. 


McIntyre 


Senior  adults  of  Washington  County  Association  held  the  second 
Golden  Gathering  on  Oct.  7.  The  program  was  centered  around  mis¬ 
sions  in  Washington  County  such  as  Strait  Gate  Ministries,  an  interracial 
program  in  Chatham;  the  Baptist  Student  Union  of  Mississippi  Delta 
Community  College;  Latino  missions;  the  English  as  a  Second  Language 
program;  and  the  Clothes  Closet  being  started  at  the  assodational  build¬ 
ing.  A  total  of  fourteen  churches  and  missions  were  represented.  f 


Correction 


In  the  October  26  edition 
of  The  Baptist  Record,  the 
two  men  pictured  on  page 
one  are  Ricky  Gray  (left)  and 
John  Leake.  The  incorrect 
identification  was  based  on 
information  given  the 
Record.  The  Baptist  Record 
regrets  the  error. 


singing;  Rick  Kennedy,  former 
pastor,  guest  speaker;  Steve 
Wilson,  pastor. 


CARPENTER  BUS  SALES,  INC, 

(800)  370-6180 

“RAISED  VANS 

IN  STOCK 

pprgm'  mil  SSHii  |H  .  Center  Aisle 

•  Low  First  Step 

•  2/1  Seating 
Bucket  Seats 
More  headroom 
15  Passengers 
No  CDL  required 


TURKEY  2001 

Ancient  Asia  Minor 
May  30  -  June  11,  2001 

Area  of  Paul 
and  John 

Archaeological  Discovery 
Cultural  Understanding 
Spiritual  Inspiration 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

Dr.  Roger  Greene,  Host 
P.0.  Box  1105,  Clinton,  MS  3 906( 
(601)  924-5403 
E-mail:  mrgreke&aoLcom 


YOUR 

MINIVAN  AND 
CHURCH  VAN 
SOURCE 


2000  Model:  $34,000  (New) 

1999  Model:  $29,900  (Low  Miles) 
1998  Model:  $28^00  (Low  Miles) 


Call  toll  free  1-800-737-1331 


4200  Lakeland  Drive  ♦  Jackson  ♦  601-914-4200 
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What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what 
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HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Office  of  Communication. 


B 


A  cost  shared  program  offered  by  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
k  Stewardship  Department 
N.  Contact  Jerry  Mixon,  Stewardship 
\  Director,  601-292-3347  or 


1-800-748-1651  ext.  347 


YOUNG  MUSICIANS’  FESTIVAL 

NEWS  FLASH!!! 

March  31, 2001 

Mississippi  College  Coliseum 
:  ;  8:15  a.m.  -  1  p.m. 

§€*  S  Guest  Conductor. 

Steve  Roddy 


Challenge  to  Build  has  a  30-year  history  of  assisting 
Mississippi  Baptist  churches  to  reach  a  new  level  of  giving, 
and  has  raised  $32,308,346  from  1990-2000. 


Your  church  CAN  reach  its  goal: 

•  Debt  Retirement 

•  New  Worship  Center 
•  Family  Life  Center 
•  Educational  Buildings 

Othpr  Prniprts 


THE 


D0NT  FORGET  ^ 

What  can  you  do? 

Men's  Ministries 
groups,  individuals, 
churches,  etc.,  can 
send  their  gifts 
payable  to: 

Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board 
Attention:  Men's 
Ministry  Department 
P.O.  Box  530 

Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 

Cost:  $130  per  suit 

Designate  on  your  check: 

Suit  Project 


SUIT 

PROJECT 


^Vhat  is  it? 

For  over  36  years  Baptists  in 
Mississippi  have  enjoyed  sending  new 
suits  to  the  pastors  in  new  work  areas. 
This  is  our  way  of  letting  the  pastors 
in  these  areas  of  Southern  Baptist  life 
know  that  we  care  about  and  support 
them  in  their  work. 


t 

Mississippi  Baptists  say 
‘Merry  Christmas"  to  pastors  /  ^ 
in  the  Maryland/Delaware 
and  the  Utah  -  Idaho 

Conventions  . 


Sponsored  by  the 
Men's  Ministry  Department 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 

“Helping  to  Bring  Mississippi  and  the  World  to  Jesus" 


In  Concert 


Hillcrest  BC,  Jackson 
November  12,  2000 
6:30  p.m. 


Acteens  Pizzazz  Weekend 
Camp  Garaywa 
November  10-11, 2000 
Friday,  5:30  p.m.  -  Saturday,  2:00  p.m. 

MissionsQuest,  Acteens  Activators, 
CrossWalk,  Music,  Missionary 
Moments,  and  MORE! 

Church/Association  _ 


Contact  Person _ 

Phone _ 

Address  _ 

City  State  Zip 

Number  of  people  x  $32.50 

(per  person)  =  $  _ _ 

Make  checks  payable  to:  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  (MBCB).  Send  registration 
form  and  check  to: 

WMU  Department 
PO  Box  530 

Jackson  MS  39205-0530 


Attend  a  preview  of  the  2001  Baptist  D 


Registration  Form 

Amazing  Grace  Preview 


Name . 


(Croup  leader,  if  a  group) 


Church _ _ _ 

Association _ _ 

Address _ _ _ 

$5  x  no.  of  persons  =  $ _ (total  amount) 

Circle  choice  of  Preview  location 

•  Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Tupelo 
January  29,  2001 

•  First  Baptist  Church,  Clinton 
January  30,  2001 

•  First  Baptist  Church,  Biloxi 
February  1,  2001 

Others  registering  with  you 

(Name)  (Church) 


Make  all  checks  payable  to 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department 

Complete  this  form  and  return  to: 

Don  Hicks,  PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205-0530. 


•  Calvary  Baptist 
Church,  'Dipelo 
January  29, 2001 


•  First  Baptist 
Church,  Clir 
January  30,  \ 


at  one  of  the 
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Finances  IT 

The  charge  for  lodging  and  meals  is  the  only  cost  for  this  conference. 
Payment  it  to  be  made  to  Lake  Tiak  O'  Khata  and  not  to  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board.  All  prices  include  tax  and 
gratuity. 

The  motel  group  plan  for  this  workshop  includes  two  (2)  nights’ 
lodging  and  five  (5)  meals.  The  five  meals  are  Monday  (dinner), 
Tuesday  (breakfast,  lunch,  dinner)  and  Wednesday  (breakfast). 
Motel  group  plan  per  person  is: 

$146.25  for  single  occupancy 
$  98. 15  for  double  occupancy 
$  81 .35  for  triple  occupancy 
$  72.95  for  quad  occupancy 

One  night's  lodging  and  three  (3)  meals  plan  per  person  cost  is: 

$  76.75  for  single  occupancy 
$  52.70  for  double  occupancy 
$  44.30  for  triple  occupancy 
$  40. 10  for  quad  occupancy 

Reservations 

For  motel  lodging  reservations,  please  call  Lake  Tiak  O' Khata  at 
(662)  773-7853,  toll  free  at  (888)  845-6151  or  fax  at  (662)  773- 
4555.  Their  mailing  address  is  P.O.  Box  160,  Smyth  Road, 
Louisville,  MS  39339.  A  block  of  rooms  is  being  held  for  this  con¬ 
ference  until  October  30  (two  weeks  before  the  first  day  of  the 
workshop).  At  that  time  all  rooms  on  hold  will  be  released.  Each 
room  must  be  individually  reserved  and  guaranteed  with  a  deposit 
by  this  date.  Cancellation  policy  is  one  week  prior  to  arrival  date. 
Please  clip  and  return  the  registration  form  at  right  to  Matt  Buckles, 
CAPM  Dept,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205  or  fax  to  Matt  at 


rs  Workshop,  Z@<®€ 

Lake  Tiak  O'  Khata 

♦  V|jf.  _J.--  ‘  *  *W-  *  P  ^  * 

Louisville 
November  13-15 


Registration  Form 

Youth  Ministers  Workshop,  November  13-15, 2000 
Lake  Tiak  O  Khata 


Name _ 

Spouse's  Name  (if  attending) . 

Church  Name _ 

Mailing  Address _ 

Office  Phone _ 


_ Church  Position _ 

_ Number  and  Age  of  Preschoolers  (if  attending) _ 

_ Association  Name _ 

_ City _ Zip . 

Home  Phone _ E-mail: _ 


Preschool  Childcare 


Preschool  childcare  will  be  provided  at  First  Baptist  Church, 
Louisville,  at  no  additional  cost. 


_ I  have  made  lodging  reservations  at  Lake  Tiak  O'Khata. 

_ I  do  not  need  a  room,  but  will  plan  to  eat  the  following  meals  there: 

_ Monday  dinner  _ Tuesday  breakfast  _ Tuesday  lunch 

_ Tuesday  dinner  _ Wednesday  breakfast 

_ I  plan  to  play  in  the  Golf  Tournament  on  Tuesday  afternoon  (Harvey  Ellis  -  MBCB  is  the  contact) 

Please  clip  and  return  to  Matt  Buckles,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205-0530. 


aNGEIEM  iWMil 
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One  Can  Make  A 
Difference 

Ken  Smith 


Gary  Pennenter 


Kevin  Williams 

PraiK  and  Worship 


Matt  Fore 

C  hristian  Comedian 


Special 

Education 

Retreat 


November  18-19 
Camp  Garaywa,  Clinton 


The  retreat  is  for  people  12  years  of  age,  their  parents,  teachers, 
friends,  and  pastors/ministers. 

Registration  begins  1 1  a.m.  Saturday  and  the  retreat  concludes 

1  p.m.  Sunday. 

Cost:  $25  per  person 

Pre-registration  fee  of  $5  is  due  November  15  at  the  Baptist 
Building  along  with  a  list  of  people  attending. 

The  balance  of  $20  is  due  on  Saturday,  November  18. 

One  adult  counselor  for  every  five  campers 
of  the  same  sex  is  required. 

For  more  information,  contact: 

Mark  Lott,  MBCB 
PO  530,  Jackson  MS  39205-0530 
601-292-3295  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson  1-800-748-1651. 


November  3  -  November  1 6,  2000 


Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  968-3800,  Ext.  304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-PRAY 


M'l'VTTA.'TlCyU  I'll  'TKA'YFR  -  'The  act  of  reflecting  on  Qobs  'Worb 
anb  quietly  listening  for  Li  is  still  small  Voice.  “  Grayer  is  a  relationship  far 
more  than  a  mere  ritual  or  biscipline. 

~  <TbW  to  Develop  a  'ToWerful  'Trayer  Life "  by  Gregory  'R.  'Trizzell 


For  (1)  International  Student  |  Missionaries  Bruce  and 
Conference  (CoHegiate  Gabby  Wortey  in  Guatemala 

Ministry)  (2)  Please  pray  for  request  prayer  for  the  eiect- 
I  Indonesia's  president,  ed  president  of  one  commu- 

Abdurrahman  Wahid  who  nity.  God  is  dealing  with  him 
has  the  power  to  stop  the  and  his  wife  and  they  could 
persecution  ofdyistians  in  make  a  strong  impact  on 
the  Maluku  Islands  and  espe-  their  community  if  they  so¬ 
cially  in  the  cfty  df  Ambon.  rendered  totally  to  Him. 


For  (1 )  Voter  Awareness  Day 
(CAC  Emphasis)  (2)  A 
Chuabo  man  of  Mozambique 
was  ordained  as  a  pastor 
Oct.  1.  Pray  that  God  will 
bless  him  and  his  family  as 
they  serve  God  in  their 
church  and  in  his  workplace. 

Pray  for  fennifer  Turner,  a 
weekday  ministries  director 
in  Richmond,  Va.,  for  |esse, 
who  made  a  profession  of 
faith  this  past  year  and  is 
now  in  theaemy,  and  for  20 
teenagers  who  recently 
made  profession*  faith 


For  (1)  Baptist  Building 
STAFF  PLANNING  WEEK  (2) 
Guillermo  Ramos,  a  church 
planter  missionary  in  Fallon, 
Nev.,  recently  had  a  painful 
procedure  on>  M*  back.  Pray 
for  the  need  IdNpore  His¬ 
panic  pastors  in  that  area. 


In  April,  God  healed  an  11- 
year-old  boy  after  a  bicycle 
accident  in  south  Bolivia.  In 
|uly,  he  accepted  |esus  as  his 
Lord  and  Savior.  Pray  his 
parents  will  also  yecognize 
their  need  for  a  personal 
relationship  wim  God. 


For  (1 )  Strength  Under  Stress  Pray  for  the  evangelization 


Conference  (CMR&A)  (2) 
Youth  Ministers  Workshop, 
CAPM.) 
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of  Spanish-speaking  people 
in  the  provinces  that  border 
Haiti.  They  are  very  open  to 
Bible  studies;  however,  mak- 

often  difficult  d(K  to  family 
ties  and  rewctancdto 


Pray  for  Swazi  pastors  study¬ 
ing  theological  education  by 
extension  in  Swaziland  and 
South  Africa.  Pray  that  God 
will  use  these  pastors  to 
reach  the  Swtth  jn  Swazi¬ 
land  and  the  llpiunalanga 
region  of  South  Africa. 

Give  thanks  to  God  for  the 
group  of  college  students 
who  prayer-walked  and 
worked  in  the  Guarayo  area 
of  Bolivia  two  weeks  during 
the  sumnM|.  Pi^lbr  the 
two  Guarafo  teenagers  who 
accepted  Christ  dining  that 
time. 


I  Pray  for  six  employees  of  a 
financial  institution  in 
Colombia  who  are  meeting 
I  to  pray  for  the  salvation  of 
their  fellow  employees.  Pray 
that  the  HolpSpirit  will 
work  through  these  faithful 
six  to  reach  llfen. 

Pray  for  a  theological  train¬ 
ing  session  Nov.  19-24  in  Sri 
Lanka.  The  itinerant  team 
leading  this  session  asks  you 
to  pray  "that  the  right  peo¬ 
ple  will  attnkd.  Pray  they 
will  hear  the  FajKefrpnd  seek 
to  live  and  proclaim  the 


I  Ford)  Acteens  Pizzazz 

I(WMU)  (2)  African 
American  Church  Leadership 
Institute  (SID)  (3) 

|  Partnership  Missions 
:  Celebration  (Partnership 
Missions) 


Pray  for  the  1 1  MKs  (mis¬ 
sionary  kids)  attending  the 
Mombasa  International 
School  in  Kenya  to  stand 
Firm  in  their  faith  and  to  be 
bright  lights  forChrist 
among  both  teachers  and 
students. 


Plan  a  Celebrate  Jesus  Weekend 


Give  Celebrate  Jesus  more  emphasis  in  your  church  by  planning 
and  conducting  a  Celebrate  Jesus  weekend.  It  will  serve  to 
Jump-start  your  church  members  to  focus  their  energies  on 
evangelism. 

Leaders  for  a  Celebrate  Jesus  weekend  are  the  pastor  and  four 
team  leaders:  prayer,  personal  witnessing,  proclamation  and 
preservation. 


Step  1: 
Prospect 
Discovery 


Step  2: 
Prayer 


Step  3: 
Personal 
Witnessing 
Training 


Step  4: 
Proclamation 


Step  5: 
Preservation 


Call  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Evangelism  Department  at 
601-292-3278  if  we  can  help  you  celebrate  Jesusl 


WHO? 

A  Celebrate  Jesus  weekend  is  led  by  the  pastor  and 
four  Celebrate  Jesus  team  leaders:  prayer,  personal 
witnessing,  proclamation  and  preservation.  It  is  led  for 
the  church  members. 


WHAT? 

A  Celebrate  Jesus  weekend  is  a  focused  weekend 
(Friday  night  through  Sunday  night)  designed  to 
inspire  and  instruct  church  members  regarding  their 
personal  involvement  in  Celebrate  Jesus. 

WHEN? 

A  Celebrate  Jesus  weekend  can  be  held  at  any  time. 


WHERE? 

A  Celebrate  Jesus  weekend  is  usually  conducted  at  the 
church  facility  so  that  the  personal  witnessing  portion 
of  the  weekend  can  focus  on  the  church's  community. 


WHY? 

A  Celebrate  Jesus  weekend  sets  aside  several  hours  for 
a  church  to  give  focused  attention  to  the  church's 
opportunity  and  responsibility  in  Celebrate  Jesus.  It 
offers  not  only  evangelistic  inspiration  but  also  instruc¬ 
tion  to  participating  church  members. 


Hoe 


n/ 


We  know 


Jackson:  601/366*4282 


Every  Life  a  Promise 

November  b  National  Adoption  Month 


CHRISTIAN#  SBBV1CBS 

www.bcthany.org 


MLSMO 
goals  reached 

First  Church,  Houlka, 

recently  held  the  Margaret 
Lackey  State  Missions 
Offering  catfish  supper  and 
raised  $810  toward  the 
church's  goal  of  $2,000. 
David  Blackwell  is  pastor. 

Wayside  Church,  Vicksburg, 

exceeded  its  Margaret 
Lackey  State  Missions 
Offering  goal  by  $200.  Larry 
W.  Haggard  is  pastor. 


Atwood;  (second  row)  Betty 
Stephens  and  K.  W.  Atwooa; 
(third  row)  Richard  Hamilton 
astor;  Kelton  Ingram;  and 
ershell  Coulter. 


Bethesda  Church,  Terry,  recently  ordained  James  Wilbourn  and 
Jim  Moore  as  deacons.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Wilbourn,  Moore, 


and  Marty  Wilson,  pastor. 


invites  your  indication  of  interest  to: 

FIRST  MORTGAGE  CHURCH  BONDS 
EARN  UP  TO:  io% 


These  bonds  may  be  placed  in  a  self-directed  IRA. 
Transfers  and  rollovers  accepted,  in  most  cases. 


Edmond  Reid  (right)  received  a  pin  for  39 
years  of  perfect  attendance  at  Si  loam  Church, 
West  Point.  Pictured  with  Reid  is  Ernest  Cothran, 
Sunday  School  director. 


Interest  Payable  Quarterly 

This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell 
nor  a  solicitation  of  an  offer  to  buy.  All  offers 
are  made  by  propectus  only. 


(J)  G.^nice 

your  dreams  are  our  business! 


5408-A  Bell  •  Amarillo  TX  79109 
Member  NASD,  SIPC 

For  more  complete  information  about  bond  issues, 
obtain  a  prospectus  which  describes  all  of  the 
particulars  of  the  undertaking.  Read  it  carefully 
before  you  invest  or  send  money.  All  bonds  are 
offered  at  face  value,  subject  to  availability. 


Let  us  show  you  how  affordable  and  Just  bring  your  talent  and  love  for 

easy  it  is  to  have  your  music  and  we  will 

own  recording  done.  do  the  rest. 

Custom  accompaniment  tracks,  arranging,  complete  recording  services, 
composition,  recording  production.  On-site  or  in  our  digital  studio 
in  Jackson,  MS.  For  more  information  call  (601)  957-2222. 


Martin  Northern  MMM9M007 

PO  Box  130S  501-316-3100 

Benton,  AR  7*018-1302  Fax  501-31*3110 

Please  send  me  information  on  the  First 
Mortage  Chuncb  Bond#  currently  being  offered  by 
Great  Nation  Inveetment  Corn 


Gray  and  R. 
Stacy  Jackson 
to  tne  deacon 
ministry  on 


Pictured  (from 
left)  a 

Jackson,  Gray, 
and -Gerald  H- 
Walker,  pastor. 

Woodville 


Jackson,  Gray,  and  Walker 


Blythe,  Houston,  M,  Vaughn,  Jones,  and  V,  Vaughn 


First  Church,  Flora, 
held  a  deacon  ordination 
rice  for  Jimmy 
iston,  Michael 


/-I  1  M  f  till  f  I  I  F  # 


since  1944 

For  more  information, 
call  the  office  nearest  you: 

Columbus:  662/327-6740 
Hstfipchuro:  601/264-4984 


November  2, 21 


The  Baptist  Record 


ESL  work¬ 
shops  to  be 
held  in  Miss. 

English  as  a-  Second 
Language  (ESL)  workshops 
will  be  held  at  the  following 
locations: 

•  Washington  Association; 
Nov.  9-1 1 ;  Gwen  Allen, 
International  Mission  Board 
(IMB),  International  Service 
Corps  (ISC),  Argentina,  instruc¬ 
tor;  Class  times:  Nov.  9,  5:30- 
9:30  p.m.;  Nov.  10,  6-9:30 
p.m.;  Nov.  11,  8  a. m. -4:30 

Send  name,  address, 
fthorre  number,  and  $25  to 
JoAnn  Scott,  c/o  Kenneth 
West,  P.O.  Box  4511, 
Greenville,  MS  38704.  Make 
checks  payable  to  Washington 
Baptist  Association.  For  more 
information  call  (662)  335- 
2862  or  the  Missississippi 
WMU  department  at  (800) 
748-1651,  ext.  316. 

•  Bethlehem  Church,  Jones 
Association;  Nov.  16-18; 
Gwen  Allen,  IMB,  ISC, 
Argentina,  instructor;  Class 
times:  Nov.  16,  5:30-9:30 
p.m.;  Nov.  17,  6-9:30  p.m.; 
Nov.  18,  8  a.m.-4:30  p.m.; 
Registration  deadline:  Nov.  8. 
Send  name,  address,  phone 
number,  and  $25  to  Charles 
Gordon,  206  South  1 1th  Ave., 
Laurel,  MS  39440.  Make 
checks  payable  to  Jones 
Baptist  Association.  For  more 
information  call  (601)  649- 
S1 14  or  the  Missississippi 
WMU  department  at  (800) 
748-1651,  ext.  316. 

The  $25  fee  covers  materi¬ 
als,  snacks,  and  lunch  on 
Saturday.  Lodging  and  all 
other  meals  are  not  provided. 
All  class  times  must  be  com¬ 
pleted  in  order  to  receive  ESL 
certification  from  the  North 
American  Mission  Board. 


Escatawpa,  Escatawpa:  Nov. 
5-8;  Sunday,  10:50  a.m.  and  6 
pjn.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  pan.;  Bobby 
Ready,  evangelist;  Lollie  Ready, 
music;  Greg  Johnston,  pastor. 

First,  Columbia:  Nov.  5-8; 
Sunday,  10.30  a.m.  and  6:30  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  6:30  p.m.;  Jim  Futral, 
executive  director-treasurer, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  evangelist;  Bo  Parker, 
music;  Wayne  Vanhorn,  pastor. 

Bethel,  Liberty:  Nov.  5-8; 
Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  11  a.m.;  covered  dish  lunch 
at  noon;  and  worship,  7  p.m.; 


Spring  Hill,  Waterford:  Nov. 
12-1/;  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.; 
worship,  11  a.m.;  worship,  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Jeff  Hardy, 
Term.,  preaching;  Ron  Norvell, 
Ripley,  music. 

Grandview,  Pearl:  Nov.  5-8; 
Sunday,  10:30  a.m.  and  630  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7p.m.;  Jimmy  Porter, 
director,  Christian  Action 
Commission,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  evangelist; 
John  Moore,  Puckett  Church, 
music;  Wade  Chappell,  pastor. 


Mississippi  College  student. 
Brad  McMahan,  of  Ridgeland, 


Lake  Como,  Bay  Springs: 

Nov.  12-15;  Sunday,  Sunday 
School,  10  a.m.;  worship,  11  a.m., 
lunch,  and  service  to  follow. 

Leesburg,  Morton:  Nov.  12- 
15;  Sunday,  10:45  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7p.m.;  Gary  Jackson, 
evangelist;  Jeff  Jones,  music. 

New  Hope  (Oktibbeha): 

Nov.  5-8;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wea.,  7  p.m.;  Terry 
Partin,  evangelist;  Terry  Veasey, 
music;  Eddie  Painter,  pastor. 


Center  Ridge,  Yazoo  City: 

Nov.  5-8;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and 
6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Rick  Kennedy,  McComb, 
evangelist;  Ken  Hedgepeth, 
Hattiesburg,  music;  Mike 
Sutton,  pastor. 

Eden  (Yazoo):  Nov.  12-15; 
Sunday,  10  a.m.  followed  by 
covered  dish  lunch;  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Ed 
McDaniel,  evangelist;  David 
Westbrook,  music;  Albert 
Grey,  pastor. 


The  Gandys,  McMahan,  and  Courtney 


Trinity  Church,  Pearl,  has 
called  William  James  of 

Foxworth  as  pastor  effective 
Oct.  1.  A  native  of  Laurel,  James 
received  his  education  at 
Mississippi  College  and  New 
Orleans  Seminary.  His  previous 
place  of  service  was  Holly 
Springs  Church. 


Wallerville  Church,  Union 
County  Association,  has  called 
Harvey  Sewell  as  pastor  effective 
Oct.  1.  Sewell  previously  served 
Pine  Grove  Church,  Benton- 
Tlppah  Association;  Liberty 
Church,  Pontotoc;  Pleasant  Hill 
Church,  New  Albany;  and 
Crowder  Church,  Crowder. 

Joey  Williams,  a  native  of 
Natchez,  recently  accepted  the 

Ejsition  of  minister  of  music  at 
illcrest  Church,  Jackson. 
Williams  is  a  graduate  of 
Mississippi  College  and  is  cur¬ 
rently  pursuing  a  degree 
through  New  Orleans  Seminary. 


Mt.  Vernon  Church, 
Columbus,  has  called  Scott 
Wilson  as  associate  pastor  to 
students.  He  previously  served 
at  Woodlawn  Church, 
Vicksburg.  Wilson  is  presently 
working  on  his  master  of 
divinity  degree  through  the 
extension  program  of  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 


has  been  awarded  the  first  1 
annual  Carpenter-Gandy  1 
Scholarship  by  the  Board  of  ] 
Ministerial  Education.  I 

McMahan  is  a  sophomore,  < 
majoring  in  psychology  while  < 
preparing  for  student  min-  < 
istnes.  Tne  Carpenter-Gandy  < 
Scholarship  was  established  ear-  i 
lier  this  year  by  Erskine  and 
Fran  Gandy  for  the  purpose  of  1 
providing  financial  assistance  to 
ministerial  students  at  Baptist  < 
colleges.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  ] 
Erskine  and  Fran  Gandy,  1 
McMahan,  and  Ruthie  I 
Courtney-  of  the  Board  of 
Ministenal  Education.  < 

Robert  Kingdon,  historian, 
will  present  the  annual  R.  Glen 

1  Medical  Lift 
Chair  Rediners 

Cadillac  Chair  Corp. 
Box  422 

Okolona,  MS  38860 


Eaves  Lecture  in  European  and 
English  History  on  Nov.  6,  at  7 
p.m.  in  the  Grand  Hall  West  of 
the  B.C.  Rogers  Student  Center 
on  the  campus  of  Mississippi 
College  (MC).  The  topic  for  tne 
evening  will  be  Discipline  in 
Calvings  Geneva.  This  event  is 
jointly  sponsored  by  the  MC 
History  and  Political  Science 
Department  and  the  Phi  Alpha 
Theta  Honor  Society.  Kingaon, 
considered  one  of  the  world's 
foremost  experts  in  Reformation 
history,  earned  his  A.B.  degree 
from  Oberlin  College,  Phi  Beta 
Kappa,  and  his  M.A.  and  Ph.D. 
degrees  from  Columbia 
University.  He  has  taught  at  the 
University  of  Iowa  and  the 
University  of  Wisconsin. 


Dire6t 
from  the 
Factory 
3-year 
Complete 
Warranty 


For  pricing  and  information  call  (662)  447-3936  or 
visit  our  website  at  www.cadillacchair.com 


_  irivertwng.  Include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone  number 


Feature  your  music  department, 
choir,  soloists,  ensembles,  youth 
choir  and  groups,  praise  teams. 

Create  your  own  media  products, 
cassettes/CDs/videos,  for  fund-raisers, 
outreach,  evangelism,  missions, 
archives,  broadcasts. 


your  dreams  are  our  business! 

Let  us  show  you  how  affordable 
and  easy  it  is  to  have  your  own 
recording  dene. 


gftene 

ramgrrervices. 


Custom  accompaniment  tracks,  arranging,  complete  recordmgrrervi 
composition,  recording  production.  On-site  or  in  our  digital  studio 
in  Jackson,  MS.  For  more  information  call  (601 )  957-2222. 


CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries, 
steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  &  ALA. 
1  -800-830-0583. 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS  Featuring  6 
to  15  passenger  vans,  customized  and 
panel  vans.  Daily  and  weekly  rates. 
Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jackson  (601) 
948-3391 .  Since  1965. 

ATTENTION:  committed  couples  to  work 
full-time  with  "at-risk'  children  in  residen¬ 
tial  setting.  Opportunities  throughout 
Alabama.  Minimum  HS  diploma.  Benefits 
include  BC/BS  PMD,  TDA,  life  insurance, 
1  sick  leave,  vacation,  living  expenses.  Call  1  - 
800-548-4256  or  write  to  Box  240009 

Montgomery,  AL  36124-0009. _ 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY' 
INC.  Old  Bibles  rebound.  Also  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  662-453-7424  or  fax  us  at 
662-455-6743.  Located  at  107  North 
Stone  Avenue,  Greenwood,  MS  38930. 
PARADISE  LANES:  Mississippi's  only 
smoke  and  alcohol  free  Bowling 
Center.  Call  about  Lock-ins,  group 
rates,  fund  raisers,  and  leagues. 
Located  at  820  Cooper  Road,  Jackson, 
MS,  (601)  372-7700. 


HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 

Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication, 
Repair.  Fax  illustrations  to  (601 )  483- 
7958  or  call  1  -800-368-2705. 
INTERIOR  ELEMENTS  STAINED 
GLASS  STUDIO:  Custom  church 
windows.  Columbus  -  toll  free 

1-877-477-1899. _ 1 

BRANSON,  MO  CONDO  -  sleeps  six. 
Stay  3  nights,  4th  free  or  5  nights,  2  free. 
Free  coffee,  tea,  and  cocoa.  $100.00 
daily.  Register  for  free  return  trip.  Call 
early  for  reservations  662-746-4632. 
SUPER  GRACE  BEACH  HOUSE  for 
rent.  Excellent  for  staff  retreat  or  family 
vacation.  4  bedroom,  2  1/2  bath, 
screened  porch,  located  directly  on  the 
beach  at  Fort  Morgan,  AL.  Private  sub¬ 
division.  Call  Allan  or  Linda  Rankin  at 

1-888-784-4025. _ 

FBC  OF  GRAVETTE,  ARKANSAS  is 
seeking  a  full-time  pastor.  We  will  be 
accepting  resumes  until  Nov.  1 5,  2000. 
Please  send  resume  to  Pastor  Search 
Committee,  FBCG,  P.O.  Box  824, 

Gravette,  AR  72736. _ 

USED  CHURCH  PEWS.  Contact  Bethel 
Baptist  Church  at  (601)  587-4661 . 


WANTED:  A  CHRISTIAN  COUPLE 

who  seeks  the  Lord  in  a  full-time  min¬ 
istry.  You  can  minister  to  children  who 
have  fallen  victim  to  broken  homes, 
abandonment,  abuse,  and  neglect. 
Come  and  help  us  make  a  difference  in 
lives  of  these  children.  They  need  your 
love  and  your  Christian  witness.  Call 
Jerry  Taylor  at  Palmer  Home  for 
Children  (662)  328-5216  or  e-mail  me 
at  jandjservhim@cs.com.  See  us  at 
www.palmerhome.org. 

FOR  SALE:  51  church  pews  and  pul  *i* 
furniture.  Pews  are  13  foot  long.  Cost 

$4,995.00.  Call  (601)  763-7571. _ 

CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY  Free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery.  Quitman, 
MS.  (601)  776-66 17. 

USE  THE  POWER  OF  THE  INTERNET 
in  your  minister  search.  On  ministrypo- 
sitions.com,  churches  can  post  job 
openings  or  search  for  candidates  on¬ 
line.  Ministerial  candidates  can  post 
their  resume  and  search  job  openings. 
An  easy-to-use  confidential  service  to 
help  ministers  and  churches  connect. 
Visit  www.ministrypositions.com  or 
call  (800)  417-2123. 


Look  at  the 
big  picture. 


1  m.t  Baptist,  we're  committed  to 
providing  a  full  range  of  health  care 
services.  So,  whether  you're  seeking 
care  for  your  child's  skinned  knees  or 
your  grandmother's  blocked  arteries, 
the  picture  is  clear. 


www.mbhs.org 


CHRISTIANS  MUST  VOTE 

Editor: 

How  many  elections  have 
been  more  important  titan  this 
one?  The  next  president,  for 
example,  is  to  appoint  several 
members  to  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court.  Indeed,  this  is  the  year 
wherein  every  Christian  must 
vote!  Jesus  commanded  that  we 
be  salt  and  light  (Matt  5:13,  14). 
Voting  —  taking  part  in  selecting 
our  public  officials  —  is  one  way 
to  do  what  our  Lord  commands. 

Paul  exercised  his  Roman 
citizenship  (Acts  16:  35-40)  as  a 
factor  in  advancing  the  Gospel. 
Time  and  again.  Scripture  and 
secular  history  remind  us  that 
the  direction  of  the  leaders 
greatly  affected  the  direction  of 
tne  people. 

Comparing  the  platforms  of 
the  two  major  parties  will  add 
light  to  our  voting  decisions  and 
can  be  found  at  www.erlc.com. 
Can  it  be  anything  less  than  sin 
if  we  don't  vote? 

Harold  H.  Hendrick 

St.  Louis,  MO 

Editor's  note:  Hendrick  is  a 
trustee  of  the  Ethics  and  Religious 
Liberty  Commission  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 


IMPORTANT  ELECTION 
Editor: 

The  election  on  November  7 
will  be,  in  my  opinion,  the  most 
important  election  in  the  histo¬ 
ry  of  the  nation.  In  years  past, 
many  Christians  have  voted  for 
candidates  who  held  moral  and 
political  views  exactly  opposite 


to  their  own.  It  seems  that  some 
people  use  the  strange  criteria 
of,  AIs  the  candidate  a  member 
of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention?"  without  regard 
for  his  personal  moral  and 
political  convictions. 

Also,  some  listen  for  the  best 
speaker,  or  look  for  the  most 
handsome  or  aggressive  candi¬ 
date,  or  some  other  senseless 
characteristic.  Some  people 
make  up  their  minds  after  they 
go  to  the  polls,  or  they  pray  for 
guidance  without  learning  about 
tne  candidates'  positions  on  the 
issues.  Others  also  disobey  God's 
will  by  not  voting  at  all. 

There  is  still  time  to  learn 
about  the  candidates  and  their 
positions  on  the  issues,  if  one 
tries  hard  enough.  At  this  late 
date  one  should  call  a  friend  of 
like  mind  and  of  conservative 

Eolitical  persuasion  who  has 
ept  up  with  the  candidates. 
The  last  thing  we  should  do  is 
take  the  word  of  the  ultra-Uber- 
•  al  press  or  TV.  They  can't  get  it 
straight  even  if  they  try. 

Bill  Ashley 
Jackson 


BELIEVE  GOD'S  ACCOUNT 
Editor: 

While  there  have  been  some 
good  responses  to  counter  the 
claims  of  evolution,  please  con¬ 
sider  the  following: 

Simply  put,  most  evolution¬ 
ists  make  no  room  for  God  and 
allow  no  supernatural  involve¬ 
ment  in  original  creation  of 
material  matter  or  of  life.  This 
fact  is  clearly  at  odds  with  bib¬ 
lical  revolution  and  authority. 


Secondly,  God  did  not  need  to 
create  all  the  modem  forms  of 
plant  and  animal  life.  He  only 
needed  to  create  basic  kinds  eacn 
with  vast  gene  pools  with  nor¬ 
mal  sorting  and  developing 
capacities.  There  are  variations 
within  kinds  but  never  a 
crossover  between  kinds. 

The  work  of  Gregor  Mendel 
(who  was  a  creationist)  confirms 
this  very  thing. 

Next,  the  facts  need  under¬ 
scoring  that  all  evidences 
about  origin  exist  in  the  pre¬ 
sent,  and  man  can  only  exam¬ 
ine  the  present. 

Fossils  and  strata  exist  in 
the  present.  No  fossil  is  discov¬ 
ered  with  a  date  tag  attached 
to  it 

Furthermore,  all  modem 
dating  methods  are  built  upon 
certain  assumptions  about  the 
initial  material  content,  the 
"natural"  rate  of  decay,  the 
pristine  environment,  etc. 

Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
believed  and  taught  the  origi¬ 
nal  creation  account  of  God's 
making  man  and  woman: 
"...from  the  beginning  of  the 
creation  God  made  them  male 
and  female"  Mark  10:6.  There  is 
no  need  or  room  for  evolution. 

I  had  rather  believe  the 
account  of  God,  who  was  there, 
then  the  accounts  of  men,  who 
were  not  there. 

B.  J.  Henley 

Philadelphia 


NIV  CLEARER 
Editor: 

Russell  Bradford  wrote  that 
we  do  not  have  a  choice  of 
whether  to  use  the  King  James 
Version  (KJV)  or  the  New 
International  Version  (NTV)  of 
the  Bible  in  our  Sunday  School 
literature. 

I  am  sorry  but  he  must  be 
misinformed.  The  new  Explore 
the  Bible  Study  has  both  ver¬ 
sions  in  its  books  and  the 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
Van  Winkle  steeples,  lighting, 
folding  doors. 

UhUrCh  theater  seats. 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


Family  Bible  Study  comes  in 
either  version. 

I  thought  that  I  was  right 
because  I  order  the  literature 
for  our  church,  but  I  checked  to 
be  sure. 

Personally  I  find  the  NTV 
useful  to  study  along  with  the 
KJV.  I  have  used  it  almost  all 
the  time  since  it  was  published 
and  have  found  no  misleading 
information  in  it. 

It  makes  clearer  some  of  the 
words  that  are  no  longer  in  use 
and  has  been  very  helpful. 

Eva  Mae  Boutwell 

Laurel 


NEW  PERSPECTIVE 
Editor: 

I  write  in  response  to  Mr. 
Russell  Bradford's  letter  con¬ 
demning  the  increasing  use  of 
Bible  translations  other  than  the 
King  James  Version  (KJV)  of 
1611  in  Sunday  School  materials. 

I  held  similar  views  until  I 
spent  time  studying  the  KJV 
Translator's  Dedicatory  Epistle 
(forward)  to  the  KJV. 

I  discovered  that  King  James 
asked  for  a  "modem  English 
translation"  of  the  Bible  to  pre¬ 
vent  his  English  subjects  from 
being  influenced  by  the  reli- 

?ous  leaders  and  priests  in  the 
atholic  church  ofEngland. 

By  using  a  Latin  version  of 
the  Bible,  the  priests  of  that  day 
could  misinterpret  the  Holy 
Scriptures  in  a  way  that  fit  their 
own  personal,  political,  and 
religious  agendas. 

May  I  suggest  that  if  King 
James  could  live  today  ana 
were  given  kingly  authority 
once  again,  he  would  immedi¬ 
ately  issue  an  edict  for  transla¬ 
tors  to  produce  a  "modem  edi¬ 
tion"  of  the  Bible  known  as  the 
King  James  Version  of  2001  — 
and,  once  again,  his  desire 
would  be  for  a  Bible,  "that  even 
the  very  vulgar  (common  man) 
could  understand." 

Could  it  be  that  King  James 
would  applaud  the  New 
International  Version  (NTV)? 

I  would  suggest  that  all  KJV- 
only  believers  read  the  full  text 
of  the  Translator's  Dedicatory 
Epistle. 

It  will  give  all  Baptists  a  new 
perspective  on  the  KJV /NIV 
controversy. 

Robert  Lightsey 
Laurel 


812  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 

More  than  800  churches  throughout  Mississippi  put  their 
faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  comprehensive  insurance 
services  including  property,  general,  and  specific  liability, 
vehicle,  workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 
Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized  for 
your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates. 

For  references  and  more  [■(■  WfeUmgtQn 

information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at  Accnpintpc 

601-353-2400  or  1-800-442-0290.  bBU  InC.  ^ 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 

Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


CHURCH  PEWS  & 
FURNITURE  CO. 

4  Cushions  It  Baptistries 
*  Steeples  it  Renovation 
It  Pen  s  and  Pulpit 
Furniture 
(Nen1  and  Used ) 

Wallace  E.  Foy 

WATTS  1-800-898-0551 
Jackson  957-3762 
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Family  Bible  Study 

An  everlasting  promise 

1  Chronicles  17:1-4,  7, 10b-14,  23-27 


By  Heather  Cumberland _ 

My  grandfather  is  a  very 
special  person.  He  is  always 
willing  to  help,  whether  physi¬ 
cally  or  financially,  and  he 
never  asks  for  anything  in 
return.  When  he  gives,  he  gives 
\yith  —no  strings'  attached. 
Although  I  try  to  show  my 
appreciation  to  him,  I  will 
never  be  able  to  fully  repay  him 
for  all  that  he  has  done  for  me. 

This  is  similar  to  the  rela¬ 
tionship  we  have  with  God. 
God  continually  gives  to  us  and 
blesses  us,  ana  out  of  our  love 
for  him  we  try  to  repay  him.  We 
know,  however,  that  no  matter 
how  hard  we  try,  we  will  never 
be  able  to  repay  God  for  the 
many  things  he  does  for  us. 


■A 


Cumberland 


The  first  verse  of  1 
Chronicles  17  says, 

"Behold,  I  am  dwelling 
in  a  house  of  cedar,  but 
the  ark  of  the  covenant 
of  the  Lord  is  under  curtains." 

David  wanted  to  repay 
God  for  all  that  he  had  done 
for  him.  God  had  blessed  him 
with  a  beautiful  palace  and 
David  wanted  to  build  some¬ 
thing  equally  wonderful  for 
God. 

David  had  set  up  a  tent  to 
house  the  ark,  but  in  his  mind, 
God  deserved  something  more 
elaborate.  What  David  aid  not 
understand  was  that  God  was 
not  interested  in  the  physical 
appearance  of  the  temple,  but 
in  the  quality  of  the  sacrifices 
and  devotion  to  him. 


God  responded  to 
David's  plan  by 
reminding  nim  of  all 
that  he  had  done  for 
him.  He  brought  him 
out  of  the  pasture  to 
lead  his  people  (v.  7), 
he  protected  him  from 
his  enemies,  and  he 
built  a  house  for  him 
(v.  8).  God  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  tell  David 
how  he  was  going  to  continue 
to  take  care  of  him. 

I  believe  David  had  the  best 
of  intentions  when  he  decided 
to  build  a  temple  for  the  Lord. 
In  David's  mind,  God 
deserved  more  than  just  a  tent. 
He  did  not  understand  at  the 
time  that  God  was  not  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  outer  appearance 
of  where  people  worshiped 
him,  but  whether  or  not  they 
were  truly  worshipping  witn 
their  whole  hearts. 

I  think  that  many  times 
Christians  today  do  the  same 
thing  that  David  did.  They  are 


more  worried  about  the 
appearance  of  the  temple  (or 
crunch)  than  the  quality  of  the 
sacrifice  (or  worship).  We 
build  big,  beautiful  churches, 
yet  often  we  become  pew- 
warmers.  All  we  do  is  go  to 
church,  listen  to  the  preacher, 
and  leave. 

There  is  nothing  wrong 
with  wanting  to  have  a  beauti¬ 
ful  place  in  which  to  worship 
—  and  God  does  deserve  the 
best.  We  must  remember, 
though,  that  God  is  not  con¬ 
cerned  with  what  is  on  the  out¬ 
side,  but  what  is  in  the  heart. 

God  continued  to  assure 
David  that  he  was  going  to  set 
up  one  of  David's  descendants 
to  establish  his  kingdom.  This 
descendant  would  build  a 
house  for  God  (v.  11-12). 

We  have  the  New  Testament 
to  tell  us  that  the  descendant 
that  God  was  speaking  of  here 
was  Jesus.  We  also  know,  by 
reading  the  New  Testament, 
that  God  was  not  speaking  of  a 


physical  house,  but  a  spiritual 
one  that  we  find  in  Jesus'  life 
and  ministry. 

Jesus  mentions  this  (spiritu¬ 
al)  temple  in  John  2:19  when 
he  cleared  the  merchants  out 
of  the  (physical)  temple.  He 
said  to  them,  "Destroy  this 
temple  and  in  three  days  I  will 
raise  it  up."  Many  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  did  not  understand  that 
Jesus  was  talking  about  his 
death  and  resurrection. 

This  Sunday  as  you  enter 
into  the  church  building,  say  a 
prayer  asking  the  Lord  to  pre¬ 
pare  your  spirit  for  a  truly 
worshipful  experience. 

Appreciate  the  beautiful 
building  in  which  you  wor¬ 
ship  the  Lord,  but  do  not  let 
that  be  the  focus  of  your 
Sunday  morning. 

Allow  God  to  be  the  focus 
of  your  Sunday  morning  and 
you  will  experience  his  pres¬ 
ence  in  a  mighty  way. 

Cumberland  is  advertising 
coordinator  for  The  Baptist  Record. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Trusting  in  God 

Acts  12:5-17 


By  Wayne  VanHom 


Trials  are  the  crucible  in 
which  our  faith  in  God  is  test¬ 
ed.  Today's  lesson  focuses  on 
the  trial  of  imprisonment  and 
imminent  death  that  Peter 
faced  shortly  after  James  the 
son  of  Zebeaee  had  been  mar¬ 
tyred  ca.  A.D.  44. 

To  appease  the  Jews,  King 
Herod,  also  known  as  Agrippa 
I,  grandson  of  Herod  the  Great, 
began  to  imprison  and  kill  the 
apostles.  James's  martyrdom 
reminds  us  of  Jesus'  words  in 
Mark  10:39. 

Pray  for  God's  help  (v.  5). 
While  Peter  was  in  prison 
awaiting  his  execution  at  the 
end  of  the  Feast  of  Passover- 
Unleavened  Bread,  the  church 
was  "earnestly  praying" 
(NIV)  or  praying  ’'without 
ceasing"  (KJV). 

Both  translations  capture  the 
intensity  and  constancy  of  the 


VanHom 


church's  prayer 
Peter.  During 
times  of  trial, 
church  must  trust  God 
enough  to  turn  to  him 
in  earnest  and  intense  prayer. 

Look  for  God's  response 
(vv.  7-9).  God  responds  to 
prayer,  but  not  every  trial  will 
result  in  deliverance!  For  exam¬ 
ple,  James  the  son  of  Zebedee 
was  not  miraculously  freed  but 
rather  put  to  death  for  his  faith. 

For  Peter  however,  the  out¬ 
come  was  quite  different.  God 
acted  on  the  very  night  that 
preceded  Peter's  triaL  God's 
responses  to  prayer  are  timed 
perfectly.  Peter  was  sleeping. 
His  hands  were  chained  to  a 
soldier  on  each  side.  Two  addi¬ 
tional  soldiers  guarded  the  cell 
door  (v.  6).  The  entire  building 
was  locked  with  an  iron  gate. 

The  angel  of  the  Lord  awoke 
Peter  with  a  slap  to  the  side, 
instructing  him  to  get  up.  The 


chains  that  bound  Peter 
to  the  two  guards  "fell 
off"  without  making  suf¬ 
ficient  noise  to  arouse 
them  (v.  7).  The  angel 
instructed  Peter  to  dress 
and  to  follow  him  (v.  8). 

Luke  explains  to  us 
that  Peter  thought  he 
was  seeing  a  vision,  not 
realizing  mat  his  release 
was  actually  happening 
(v.  9).  Often  we  too  pray 
for  God  to  act  and  then  fail  to 
look  for  God's  response.  Peter's 
seemingly  surreal  experience 
included  getting  past  all  four 
guards  and  the  automatic 
(Greek  automate)  opening  of  the 
iron  gate  leading  to  the  city. 

Acknowledge  God's  work 
(v.  11).  The  angel  left  Peter 
shortly  before  the  apostle  real¬ 
ized  that  he  was  not  merely 
seeing  a  vision  but  actually 
being  released  (w.  10-11). 

Peter's  response  was  appro¬ 
priate.  He  acknowledged  that 
the  Lord  had  sent  an  angel  to 
deliver  him.  The  plans  of  both 
Herod  Agrippa  and  the  Jews 
were  totally  frustrated. 

Trusting  in  God  means 
acknowledging  his  help  and 
deliverance  when  it  comes. 


Failure  to  give  God  credit 
reveals  a  lacx  of  faith  and  a 
spirit  of  cynicism  inappropriate 
to  true  believers. 

Don't  be  surprised  (w.  12- 
16).  Peter  went  to  the  home  of 
Mary  the  mother  of  John  Mark. 
Rhoda,  a  servant  of  the  house, 
went  to  the  door,  heard  Peter's 
voice  and  then  ran  to  tell  the 
others,  leaving  Peter  waiting 
outside  (w.  12-14). 

The  believers,  who  had  been 
praying  for  Peter's  release, 
thought  Rhoda  had  lost  her 
mind.  Her  insistence  led  them 
to  believe  Peter's  angel  was  at 
the  door  (12:15). 

These  reactions  to  Peter's 
knock  at  the  door  reveal  that 
everyone  was  caught  off 

Puard.  They  had  prayed  for 
eter's  release  but  had  not 
expected  it,  at  least  not  in  the 
middle  of  the  night. 

Peter  kept  on  knocking  until 
they  finally  realized  witn  full 
astonishment  that  he  was  free 
(v.  16).  Their  reactions  and 
astonishment  may  indicate  a 
lack  of  faith  or  a  misunder¬ 
standing  about  how  God 
would  answer  their  prayer. 

When  we  pray  for  others  or 
ourselves  in  times  of  crisis,  we 


should  pray  believing  that 
God  will  answer  in  a  timely 
and  appropriate  way  (James 
1:6).  John  Mark  figured  in  the 
story  of  the  spread  of 
Christianity  to  a  greater  degree 
later  (Acts  12:25;  13:5,  13; 
15:37;  2  Tim.  4:11). 

Tell  others  (v.  17).  Peter 
silenced  the  group  of  believers 
in  order  to  instruct  them  to  tell 
"James  and  the  brothers"  about 
his  release. 

"James"  is  most  certainly  the 
half  brother  of  Jesus  who, 
though  not  an  apostle,  ascend¬ 
ed  to  the  leadership  of  the 
Jerusalem  church.  "Tne  broth¬ 
ers"  could  refer  to  Jesus'  other 
half  brothers  (Matt.  13:55)  but 
most  likely  refers  to  the  other 
apostles  and  leaders  of  the 
church  in  Jerusalem. 

With  these  instructions  Peter 
left  for  another  place,  unknown 
and  undisclosed.  News  of 
God's  miraculous  release  of 
Peter  would  encourage  the 
Christians  in  Jerusalem.  We  too 
encourage  other  believers 
when  we  trust  God  in  prayer, 
acknowledge  his  work  and  tell 
others  what  he  has  done  for  us. 

VanHorn  is  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Columbia. 
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THE  VILLAGE 
VIEW 


Kirby  Slaton,  Children's  Pastor  at  Emmanuel  Baptist  Church, 
Greenville,  spontaneously  volunteered  to  help  prepare  a  Baptist 
Children's  Village  cottage  for  a  new  resident  after  nearing  Chip  Price 
speak  of  the  new  Residential  Family  Ministry  Program  at  the  Washington 
Associational  Meeting.  (In  the  background  is  Brenda  Blakely,  Case 
Manager,  helping  to  prepare  kitchen  cabinets  for  use.) 


Ronny  E.  Robinson,  Executive  Director 

P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242 
e-mail:  bcvl@misnet.com 
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Shuqualak  BC 
Rev.  John  Lee  Peck 
Ms.  Gail  Kirkland 
Mrs.  Wanda  E.  Owen 
Royal  Ambassadors  A 
Leaders,  Liberty 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful,  and  help¬ 
ful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to 
further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

SEPTEMBER  m^s. 
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Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  L. 
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John  Paul  Prichett 
Mrs.  Mamie  K.  Welch 
Mrs.  Note  M.  Prince 
Bob  A  Millee  Minter 
Miss  Lois  Butler 
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Mrs.  Ethel  Scales 
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CHILD  CARE  WORKERS 

Immediate  Openings 


Christian  Residential  Child  Care  Agency  is  in 
need  of  child  care  workers  for  children  and 
youth  ages  4  years  through  college. 


jle  adults  or  married  couples  may  apply, 
ilicants  should  have  a  high  desire  to  work 
troubled  youth  in  a  family  setting. 


Chip  Price, 
Assistant 
Director  of 


with  youth  preferred. 


»  Mr  and  Mrs.  G.  B  Beard 

Village  and  Murr,yScab 

A  1  ■  S  a  Mr.  A  Mrs.  F.  S.  Kaiser 

Brashear,  Rev.  Kart  s«p* 

Director  of  Mr.  Mike  Case 

Residential  AnnSessums 
Family  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  O. 

Ministries  dis-  cn>s«hw«tjr. 

CUSS  future  Mr*.  I*«y  Sharp 

plans  for  the 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  R.  H.  Bell  Jr. 

program.  Mrs.  Wanda  E.  Owen 


Contact  Peggy  Taylor 
P.O.  Box  27 

i  39060-0027 
2242 


Clinton 


IMB  workers  forced  to  leave  Gaza  Strip 


between  Israeli  and  Palestinian  at  getting  away  from  the  vio-  "We  told  them  we  were  will- 
forces  had  left  the  Middle  East  lence,  their  hearts  were  tom  over  ing  to  try  and  then  began  our 
peace  agreement  in  tatters.  At  the  plight  of  friends  and  fellow  walk  through  no-man  s  land 
least  118  people,  most  of  them  believers  they  left  behind.  between  the  Palestinian  territo- 

Palestinians,  had  been  killed.  "Despite  the  headaches  of  ries  and  the  Israeli  territories," 

IMB  representatives  forced  packing  and  leaving  in  a  rush,  the  she  said.  "The  whole  way  we 
to  evacuate  the  West  Bank  and  worst  of  it  all  was  making  a  select  were  not  sure  what  was  around 
Gaza  Strip  are  deeply  con-  few  phone  calls  to  local  fnends —  the  bend,  or  behind  the  rocks, 
cemed  for  those  they  left  people  I  might  never  see  again  if  [We]  simply  depended  on 
behind  —  and  plead  with  this  is  protracted,"  wrote  IMB  God's  protection." 

worker  Candace  Mitchell.  When  Jackson  reached  the 

"For  them  to  hear  that  we  Israeli  checkpoint  without  inci- 
were  leaving  shattered  them,  dent,  she  ana  the  other  two  had 
They  knew,  of  course,  we  had  no  problems  gaining  entrance, 
to  go  ...  yet  how  disheartening  The  U.S.  Embassy  had  called  in 
to  know  that  we  could  leave  advance  to  alert  the  Israelis  to 
and  they  were  hedged  in  more  their  arrival. 

«  than  ever  before,"  she  said.  After  they  crossed  the  bor- 

nrn>7  ',CvX The  morning  of  Oct.  12  der,  Jackson  saw  the  first  rays  of 

began  calmly,  despite  mount-  the  morning  sun  peak  over  the 
ing  tensions  between  hills,  signaling  "the  beginning 
Palestinians  and  Israelis.  Some  of  a  new  day  in  a  land  of  ques- 
1  of  the  IMB  representatives  were  tionable  tomorrows,"  she  said. 

^  returning  from  the  market  The  full  moon  also  shone 

*£■>_  when  they  first  heard  sirens  brightly  in  the  sky. 

and  saw  the  crowds.  reminded  me  that  God 

Sarah  Jackson,  who  lives  in  was  there,  looking  down  on  us, 
the  Gaza  Strip,  said  she  could  watching  and  protecting  us  the 
see  Israeli  helicopters  hovering  entire  way,"  Jones  said, 
over  the  area.  Mitchell  left  the  Gaza  Strip 

l  a  A  "Without  warning,  there  was  with  10  American  Christians 

Sfl  a  huge  explosion.  At  first  I  could-  early  Thursday  evening.  When 

n't  believe  it,"  she  said.  "I  stood  they  reached  the  Palestinian 
in  my  bedroom  thinking  that  border,  the  guards  warned  the 
.  ^iKsSL*  ■  ■  sounaed  like  an  explosion,  but  group  that  the  last  vehicle  to 

surely  it  couldn't  have  been."  cross  into  Israeli  territory  had 
It  was.  The  helicopters  fired  been  hit  with  gunfire, 
more  than  20  rockets,  hitting  Nevertheless,  the  group 
the  police  station,  the  radio  ana  safely  crossed  the  border.  Once 
television  studios,  and  Yassar  out  of  the  combat  zone,  the 
Arafat's  headquarters.  Americans  turned  to  mobiliz- 

Expatriates  were  told  to  stay  ing  prayer  for  the  Palestinians 
'  Southern  inside  and  not  leave  until  the  etna  Israelis. 

,f-[ '  Baptists  to  pray  for  fighting  eased.  Finally,  the  U.S.  "Let's  agree  that  somehow 

peaceful  that  troubled  Embassy  gave  them  three  [God]  will  bring  a  new  and 
land.  hours  to  pack  and  evacuate.  great  harvest  from  this  and  that 

About  a  dozen  workers  liv-  Jackson  said  she  and  two  eventually  there  will  be  two 
ing  in  the  West  Bank  and  Gaza  other  workers  left  in  a  car  with  peoples  peacefully  living  in 
Strip  took  the  advice  of  the  Palestinian  plates,  driving  this  land  side  by  side," 
United  States  embassy  and  left  slowly  on  the  back  roads  with  Mitchell  wrote, 
their  homes  Oct.  1^  and  13  as  the  headlights  off.  Remembering  Psalm  121, 

violence  intensified.  Packing  Although  the  Palestinian  Jackson  wrote,  "May  the  same 
hastily,  they  drove  along  back  police  waved  the  car  through,  God  who  kept  his  eye  on  us 
rqads  toward  heavily  guarded  the  officers  said  they  would  and  protected  us  watch  over  his 
border  crossings.  never  make  it  through  the  land,  and  bring  peace  to  all 
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BERNIE,  Mo.  (BP)  —  The  quilt  in  13- 
year-old  Alicia  Fralick's  bedroom  is  no 
ordinary  quilt.  When  she  sees  the  bright 
colors  of  the  different  pieces  of  cloth  that 
she  stitched  onto  her  quilt,  she  remembers 
to  pray  for  missionaries. 

*The  one  with  the  golden  dragon  is  my 
favorite,"  Fralick  saia,  referring  to  thei— 
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Fralick  saia,  referring  to  me 
patch  sent  from  Japan. 

Alicia,  along  with  several  of  her  fellow 
GA  (Girls  in  Action)  members  from  First 
Church,  Bemie,  Mo.,  made  quilts  with 
cloth  sent  to  them  from  29  missionaries 
around  the  world.  Now  with  die  quilts 
completed,  die  girls  are  praying  for  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  snaring  f 
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just  thrilled  to  send  them,"  she  said. 
Pieces  of  cloth  from  Japan,  Poland, 
and  Russia  were  particularly  popular 
among  the  GAs. 

The  group  still  receives  prayer 
requests  from  about  five  missionaries 
almost  every  week. 

After  completing  their  quilts,  the 
girls  decided  to  use  material  left  over 
to  make  a  quilt  for  a  church  member 
[who  had  been  sick.  Helen  Cox,  who 
was  ill  and  confined  to  bed  in  a  nurs¬ 
ing  home  at  the  time,  was  glad  to  get 
[it.  "It  was  quite  a  conversation  piece," 
!she  said.  "1  would  tell  people  what 
this  was,  and  I  got  to  witness  to  quite 


Clue:  T  =  M 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  fames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Second  Timothy 
Four  :  One. 


w  their  stories  with 
others.  GA  leader  Daphne  Briles  believes 
die  quilts  will  have  a  lasting  impact  on 
die  way  die  girls  view  mission  work. 

"This  is  something  they  can  have  for 
their  whole  lives,"  said  Briles,  who  also 
is  director  of  Women  on  Mission  for  the 
church.  "If  someone  doesn't  tell  them 
about  WMU  and  missions,  it  is  going  to 
die  out." 

The  project  began  last  fall,  shortly 
after  die  girls  finished  making  a  GA  quilt 
for  a  young  missionary  girl  in  South 


GAs  of  First  Church,  Bemie,  Mo. 
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